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~Thank you for your letter of 25" June and the copy of the Committee’s report on
environmental governance.

| welcome the Committee’s interest in this important area. We’ve got a good story to tell in
Wales on environmental principles and governance which has brought us an international
recognition. | am determined to build on this and ensure that the progress we have made is
not impacted by Brexit.

As a Government we have already committed to addressing the environmental governance
gap at the first proper legislative opportunity. It is important to take the time to engage with
stakeholders and we have already begun engaging with through my Brexit Roundtable. It is
important that as well as engaging with environmental bodies that we do so on a cross-
sectoral basis as many sectors have a direct interest this area.

As requested, | would be happy to respond in due course to each of the recommendations
in your report by your 8" August deadline. In the interim, in response to your request to
know if there are any recommendations that potentially raise any issues, | would offer the
following comments:
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e Several of the recommendations and recommendation six in particular, do not appear
to fully take into account the content of the legislation already passed by the
Assembly in terms of principles and governance. Through the Well-being of Future
Generations and Environment Acts, we have already placed both sustainable
development and key environmental principles into primary legislation. In Wales
there is also a different structure with respect to key public bodies in this area.

e Given that the nature of the governance gap in Wales is materially different from any
other part of the UK, it is important that any proposals neither conflict with nor have a
regressive effect on our existing legislation and governance structures.

e As well as the need to align with and compliment Wales’ world-leading approach the
alignment with the international framework should be clear.

| am grateful for the opportunity to input at this stage. As emphasised within your report this
is an important issue and it is vital that work to review and address the governance gap is
not rushed as any decisions will have long term implications.
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